
Developing a Winning Strategy for 
Functional Skills Maths Test 

The Functional Skills Maths Exam is designed to assess the application of mathematical 

concepts in real-life situations. The exam consists of three levels, each designed to test the 

individual's mathematical proficiency in progressively complex situations. Each level consists of 

two parts: the calculator and non-calculator sections. The calculator section allows the use of a 

calculator, while the non-calculator section tests the candidate's ability to perform mental 

arithmetic.  

 

Now that we have a basic understanding of what the exam is all about let us look at some 

strategies that can help you develop a winning approach to the Functional Skills Maths Test. 

Understand the exam format and structure. 

The first step in developing a winning strategy for the Level 2 Maths Test is to understand the 

exam format and structure. This includes understanding the number of questions, the time limit, 

and the scoring system. Knowing the exam format and structure will help you prepare 

accordingly and manage your time effectively during the exam. 

Use a calculator wisely. 

Practice using the calculator before the Functional Skills Maths Test to familiarize yourself with 

its functions and capabilities. Use it only when necessary, and avoid relying on it too heavily. 

Manage your time effectively. 
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Managing your time effectively is crucial in the Functional Skills Maths Test. Use the time given 

for each section wisely and pace yourself throughout the exam. 

Show your working 

Showing your work is an important part of the Maths Level 2 Functional Skills Exam. It 

demonstrates to the examiner that you understand your solution's mathematical concepts and 

reasoning. It also helps you avoid making careless mistakes and identifies where you may have 

gone wrong if your answer is incorrect. 

Stay calm and focused. 

The Online Functional Skills Maths Level 2 can be a stressful experience, but it is important to 

stay calm and focused during the exam. Take deep breaths and try to relax before and during the 

exam. If you feel yourself becoming anxious or overwhelmed, take a short break and come back 

to the exam when you feel more composed. 

Get support from others. 

Finally, it is important to seek support from others when preparing for the Functional Skills 

Maths Test. This may include working with a tutor, joining a study group, or seeking advice 

from friends and family members who have taken the exam before. Support from others can help 

you stay motivated, provide you with valuable feedback, and offer you tips and tricks for 

success. 

In conclusion, developing a winning strategy for the Functional Skills Maths Test requires a 

combination of preparation, practice, and effective time management. By understanding the 

exam format and structure, identifying your strengths and weaknesses, regularly practicing, using 

a calculator wisely, managing your time effectively, reading the questions carefully, showing 

your work, staying calm and focused, and seeking support from others, you can improve your 

chances of achieving success on the exam. Remember, the Functional Skills Maths Test is a 

crucial exam that can help you achieve your academic and career aspirations, so be sure to give it 

your best effort! 

 


