
How Often Should You Drain Your Water Heater? 

Water heaters are the house's most substantial yet overlooked component. Homeowners rely on
a consistent  hot  water supply,  from bathing in the morning to running the dishwasher  after
dinner. People often take it for granted until something goes wrong. However, you may increase
the  longevity  of  your  water  heaters  by  draining  and  cleansing  your  water  heater  regularly,
eliminating the need for water heater installation in Sacramento from professionals. 

How often should you drain your water heater is the most frequently asked question. You might
think it would be an easy answer: Drain it when the water looks dirty or when you notice it’s
taking longer  than usual  to  get  hot.  But  there are many factors to  consider,  and no single
strategy will work for everyone. So, let’s dive into knowing more about draining water heaters. 

Why Should You Drain Your Water Heater?
Draining your water heater is imperative to keep your home safe and comfortable. Following are
a few things determining why draining the water heater is essential:
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 To Prevent Corrosion: 
Corrosion is a process that occurs when metals corrode together and form a substance
called rust. As a result, your water heater becomes less efficient, losing heat more quickly
and costing you money in wasted energy bills. 

 Sediment Removal: 
When you drain a water heater, you're flushing out the sediment that may build up over
time and cause clogs on your heater's drain valve or pipes. Draining helps prevent future
problems  with  these  components,  eliminating  the  need  to  be  replaced  often—which
means fewer maintenance costs for you!

 Preventing  Overheating  Due  To  Sediment  Buildup  Inside  Pipes
Causing Blockages: 
Overheating may also lead directly to costly repairs down the road if left untreated long
enough. However, by keeping this under control before any severe damage happens,
you'll keep getting paid back your investments instead of having them go down in flames
later on a downline!

How Often Should You Drain Your Water Heater?
How often you should drain your water heater depends on the type of water heater you have. If
you have a tankless unit, drain it once a year. For a traditional one, consider draining it every 3-5
years. Sometimes poor craftsmanship may also result in the water heater failing. Hence, call the
experienced, licensed professionals for  water heater  repair in Sacramento to ensure quality
work.  

It's significant because when the water in these appliances ages and has been heating more
frequently than needed, they may start  producing excess heat that needs to be vented out
through vents in the wall or ceiling. It means not only will there be no hot water coming out of
your faucet when it's supposed to be there, but also potentially dangerous fumes could enter
your home! 

How Do You Know When To Drain Your Water Heater?
If your water heater is over six years old, it may be time to drain the tank. To determine whether
or not you have a leaky water heater, turn off the power to your home and leave it off for 10



minutes. If there's no change in temperature or pressure in either direction when you turn it back
on, indicating that nothing is amiss with your system.

Call a professional if you aren't confident in draining and flushing your water heater yourself. A
professional will evaluate your water heater and recommend any necessary repairs while also
flushing your water heater or draining it. 
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