APPEARANCE AND CHARACTER
[bookmark: bookmark0]There is no person in the world who doesn’t want to be good-looking and enjoy their reflection in the mirror. Psychologists proved that handsome men and beautiful women make contacts and friends easier. Employers offer them jobs and promote them more eagerly. They get married faster. On the other hand, does it make them happier? There are some people who think that women who are exceptionally pretty and men who are particularly handsome must be stupid. They believe that only unattractive people can be intelligent. Being attractive is like being rich — it can help you find happiness, but it doesn’t always make you happy.
Have you ever thought that not only people have typical qualities but families and nations as well? For example, the Germans are regarded as scientifically-minded and industrious. The Jewish are believed to be shrewd, loyal to family and religious. The Russians are considered to be patriotic, industrious, brave, open-minded and communicative. The Belarusian people are very patient and kind. Though these are still stereotypes, some of them might be true to life.
My Mum often says: “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” She means that appearance can be deceptive. It’s a common truth that when we see a tall man with broad shoulders we expect him to be strong-willed and brave. But how often a good-looking individual turns out to be weak- willed or cowardly. At the same time everyone knows what Napoleon looked like: short and overweight. But it didn’t stop him from showing intelligence and determination. Plump or fat people create an impression of generous and kind personalities. Strangely enough they might be thrifty and even greedy. When one sees a skinny brunette with ugly irregular features — a hooked nose, pointed chin, close-set eyes and thin lips, they might find her cruel and cunning. And it might be a relief to discover that she is a “heart of gold”.
A lot of people believe that children resemble their parents. Not always. I resemble my grandmother on my mother’s side in appearance and my aunt on my father’s side in character. Nature can play tricks on people. My Mum has a sister, they are not twin-sisters but they look alike, people say like two peas in a pod.
I want to tell you about my Mum. Why? She is a person of character and is highly respected by all of our relatives. She is a middle-aged woman, in her late-40ies, 47 to be exact. She is short and slim with blond, shoulder-length hair which she usually wears loose and she has beautiful dark eyes. She has an upturned nose and thin lips. She also wears glasses. Nobody will call her a model but she is elegant. She is always well-dressed and has a hair-do. What people admire in her is her personality. She is so kind, generous and communicative that all people feel at ease and happy with her. She is a doctor and puts all her energy in her work. She is ready to help people in need all day any time. What I personally find very special in my Mum is her ability to stay positive and balanced under stress.
In conclusion I want to say that what can really make us happy is our character, what is more it can make us extremely attractive to people. Who will refuse to chat with a friendly, well-mannered patient person? Who will dislike making friends with a reliable, open-minded and helpful one?
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