LET’S TALK ABOUT ENVIRONMENT
Since ancient times Nature has served Man, being the source of his life. For thousands of years people lived in harmony with the environment and it seemed to them that natural riches were unlimited. But with the development of civilization man’s interference in nature began to increase.
Large cities with thousands of smoky industrial enterprises have appeared all over the world today. The byproducts of their activity pollute the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we grow grain and vegetables. Every year world industry pollutes the atmosphere with about 1000 million tons of dust and harmful substances. Vast forests are cut and burn in fire. Their disappearance upsets the oxygen balance. As a result some rare species of animals, birds, fish and plants disappear forever, a number of rivers and lakes dry up.
The pollution of air and the world’s ocean, destruction of the ozone layer is the result of man’s careless interaction with nature, a sign of ecological crisis.
As a result of the Chernobyl tragedy the Belarusian people faced the most horrible ecological disaster. About 18 per cent of the territory of Belarus was contaminated with radioactive substances. A great damage has been done to the republic’s agriculture, forests and people’s health. The consequences of the atomic power station explosion are tragic for the Belarusian nation. Today we have a great increase in children cancer and leukemia. 
I believe that environmental disasters can be avoided if people broaden ecological education and every person understands that the beauty of nature is extremely fragile. In my opinion, people must obey the unwritten rules of nature. Governments must take serous actions against pollution. Many countries reduce air pollution making plants and factories fit affective filters on chimneys and car exhausts. They try to use natural recourses more economically. Green zones around big cities are protected and extended.
As well as I know most people in America and Europe are ecologically-conscious and they do many things to help the environment. For example, they have so-called “Clean Air Day”. Its aim is to encourage people to walk, bike, ride public transit, thereby reducing the use of personal cars. Carpooling is an arrangement among car owners by which each of them takes a turn driving the others to and from a desired place. So less gas is burnt and less emissions are discharged into the atmosphere. 
There are many things people can do at home to help nature. They could waste less water by fixing leaky pipes, turning off the tap while brushing their teeth, taking showers instead of baths. People should remember that paper is not garbage and it can be recycled. By recycling of one ton of newspapers we save 17 trees. People should buy in bulk so that to eliminate the trash from extra-packaging, they should bike more and use public transport.
I strongly believe that we must consume less, recycle more, conserve wildlife and nature. If we don’t realize that we are responsible for what’s happening around us, we will never feel secure about the future of the world we live in.
QUESTIONS
1. What environmental problems does Belarus have?
2. Where does pollution come from?
3. What international organizations for ecological protection do you know?
4. Do you agree that everybody must take care of nature?
5. What are the major reserves created in our country for saving wildlife?
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