### Year 12 English Literature Curriculum: Victorian Age to Early 21st Century

#### **1. Victorian Literature (1837-1901)**
   - **Overview:** Explore the social, political, and cultural context of the Victorian era.
   - **Themes:** Industrialization, social reform, class, morality, gender roles, and imperialism.
   - **Key Authors & Texts:**
     - **Charles Dickens:**
       - *Great Expectations*
       - *Hard Times*
     - **Charlotte Brontë:**
       - *Jane Eyre*
     - **Emily Brontë:**
       - *Wuthering Heights*
     - **Thomas Hardy:**
       - *Tess of the d'Urbervilles*
       - *Jude the Obscure*
     - **George Eliot:**
       - *Middlemarch*
     - **Alfred, Lord Tennyson:**
       - *In Memoriam A.H.H.*
       - *The Lady of Shalott*
     - **Robert Browning:**
       - *My Last Duchess*
       - *Porphyria's Lover*
     - **Elizabeth Barrett Browning:**
       - *Sonnets from the Portuguese*
     - **Oscar Wilde:**
       - *The Picture of Dorian Gray*
       - *The Importance of Being Earnest*

#### **2. Modernism (Early 20th Century)**
   - **Overview:** Examine the reaction to World War I, the disillusionment with traditional values, and the experimentation with literary forms.
   - **Themes:** Fragmentation, alienation, the unconscious, the breakdown of social norms.
   - **Key Authors & Texts:**
     - **Virginia Woolf:**
       - *Mrs Dalloway*
       - *To the Lighthouse*
     - **James Joyce:**
       - *Dubliners*
       - *A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man*
     - **T.S. Eliot:**
       - *The Waste Land*
       - *The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock*
     - **D.H. Lawrence:**
       - *Sons and Lovers*
       - *Women in Love*
     - **F. Scott Fitzgerald:**
       - *The Great Gatsby*
     - **Ernest Hemingway:**
       - *The Sun Also Rises*
       - *A Farewell to Arms*
     - **Ezra Pound:**
       - *Hugh Selwyn Mauberley*

#### **3. Postmodernism (Mid to Late 20th Century)**
   - **Overview:** Discuss the developments after World War II, the questioning of grand narratives, and the rise of metafiction.
   - **Themes:** Irony, pastiche, hyperreality, unreliable narrators, and the collapse of boundaries between high and low culture.
   - **Key Authors & Texts:**
     - **Samuel Beckett:**
       - *Waiting for Godot*
     - **Joseph Heller:**
       - *Catch-22*
     - **Kurt Vonnegut:**
       - *Slaughterhouse-Five*
     - **Thomas Pynchon:**
       - *The Crying of Lot 49*
     - **Don DeLillo:**
       - *White Noise*
     - **Margaret Atwood:**
       - *The Handmaid’s Tale*
     - **Gabriel García Márquez:**
       - *One Hundred Years of Solitude*
     - **Toni Morrison:**
       - *Beloved*
     - **Salman Rushdie:**
       - *Midnight's Children*

#### **4. Contemporary Literature (Late 20th Century to Early 21st Century)**
   - **Overview:** Analyze the diverse voices and themes emerging in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, including globalization, identity, and technology.
   - **Themes:** Multiculturalism, postcolonialism, environmental concerns, the digital age, and the exploration of identity.
   - **Key Authors & Texts:**
     - **Kazuo Ishiguro:**
       - *Never Let Me Go*
       - *The Remains of the Day*
     - **Zadie Smith:**
       - *White Teeth*
     - **Ian McEwan:**
       - *Atonement*
     - **Jhumpa Lahiri:**
       - *The Namesake*
     - **Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie:**
       - *Half of a Yellow Sun*
       - *Americanah*
     - **Haruki Murakami:**
       - *Norwegian Wood*
       - *Kafka on the Shore*
     - **David Mitchell:**
       - *Cloud Atlas*
     - **Colson Whitehead:**
       - *The Underground Railroad*

#### **5. Additional Topics and Activities**
   - **Comparative Studies:**
     - Compare and contrast themes across different periods, focusing on how literature responds to social and political changes.
   - **Literary Criticism:**
     - Introduce key literary theories (e.g., feminism, Marxism, psychoanalysis) and apply them to the texts studied.
   - **Creative Writing:**
     - Encourage students to produce their own creative pieces inspired by the styles and themes of the periods studied.
   - **Research Project:**
     - A major research paper or project exploring a particular theme, author, or text in depth.

#### **Assessment:**
   - **Essays and Analytical Papers:**
     - Focused on close readings and thematic analysis.
   - **Oral Presentations:**
     - On selected texts or themes.
   - **Examinations:**
     - Covering key texts and critical approaches.
   - **Creative Projects:**
     - Alternative assessments through multimedia projects or creative writing.
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