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Cinema is much younger than theatre. It was born at the end of the 19th century. It began with the invention of the camera. The first cheap camera was invented in 1888 by George Eastman. Afterwards photography became a popular hobby. The first people who showed the first movies to a paying public were the Lumiere Brothers of France. They are called the fathers of modern cinema. They did this on the 20th February 1896 at the Grand Cafe, in Paris. This was the first cinema show and it was quickly followed by many others in all parts of the world.
The first films showed moving people and transport or newsreels of wars, and short comedies. Lumier Brothers made the first film, which lasted only one minute. Since then cinema has become one of the most popular arts in the world. For the first thirty years movies were silent. •
In 1901 France was the first country to produce a dramatic film, "The Story of a Crime", which was followed by "The Great Train Robbery" in the United States in 1903.
At first, films were shown anywhere: in music halls, clubs and shops. By 1908, special film theatres were being built to give regular programmes. At this time cinema rapidly developed in both the New and the Old World. Charlie Chaplin made his first film "Make a living", in 1914 in the USA. At that time the world was crazy about Charlie, a character of silent films, that was created by Charlie Spencer Chaplin. His Charlie, small and clumsy yet kind-hearted, generous and brave, has attracted the hearts of simple people in different countries. Sometimes they stood in long queues to see a film with their favourite actor. The first films in the West were mainly melodramas or comedies.
Then, in 1927, the Warner Brothers company in Hollywood made the first film in which an actor sang and spoke. The film was called "Jazz Singer". It opened a new era in films - the era of the "talkies". The film mostly told its story with titles, but it had three songs and a short dialogue. There were long lines of people in front of the Warner Theatre in New York. The silent film was dead within a year. The first, one hundred percent sound film " Lights of New York", appeared in 1928. The first colour films were made in the 1930s, but the black-and-white films are made even today.
Nowadays we can see different kinds of films. There are ones, which are dedicated to the life of the people, to the present and to the history of our country. There are also feature films, documentaries, comedies, thrillers, dramas and detective films.
In 1996 we celebrated the hundredth anniversary of cinematography. Today's cinema is full of superb colour and fantastic sound and computer effects.
People's opinions differ in the question what kinds of films must be produced. Some people, especially young, think that the cinema should be a place where one may amuse oneself after a working day. Others say that films must be various not just funny, serious, that make us think
I think that cinema is not so popular today as at the beginning of the century, because now each family has a TV set or even a video recorder, and people do not want to go anywhere if they can sit in comfortable armchairs and watch what they want. Video films attract many young people now.
