THE BRITISH MUSE UM
The British Museum is the largest and best-known museum in the world. It is situated in London and dedicated to human history and culture. Its permanent collection is about eight mln works: it is the largest and the most comprehensive in existence and originates from all continents documenting the story of human culture from its beginning to the present. The British Museum was established in 1753.
Although today it is the museum of culture art objects and antiquities, the British Museum was founded as a "universal museum". Many of the exhibits in the British Museum have been brought from different parts of the world. The museum contains a priceless collection of different things (ancient manuscripts, coins, sculptures, mummies, skeletons of died away animals and plants and ritual masks). The British Museum was unique until 1997: it housed both a national museum of antiquities and a national library in the same buildings. As all national museums of the UK the British Museum charges no admission fee.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today the British Museum no longer houses collections of natural history and the books and manuscripts it once held. Now there is a special building for the independent British Library. Its Round Reading Room was opened in 1857 and it was closed in 1997 when the national library (the British Library) moved to a new building. But for almost 150 years the Round Reading Room was used by many famous scientists, writers and politicians. Today's museum has the largest online database of objects in the collection: any can visit their website and get information about any entry of the collection.
