Strike Against War!

The future of the world rests in the hands of America. The future of America rests on the backs of 80,000,000
working men and women and their children. We are facing a grave crisis in our national life. The few who profit from
the labor of the masses want to organize the workers into an army which will protect the interests of the capitalists.
You are urged to add to the heavy burdens you already bear the burden of a larger army and many additional
warships. It is in your power to refuse to carry the artillery and the dreadnoughts and to shake off some of the
burdens, too, such as limousines, steam yachts and country estates. You do not need to make a great noise about it.
With the silence and the dignity of creators you can end wars and the system of selfishness and exploitation that
causes wars. All you need to do to bring about this stupendous revolution is to straighten up and fold your arms.

We are not preparing to defend our country. Even if we were as helpless as Congressman Gardner says we are, we
have no enemies foolhardy enough to attempt to invade the United States. The talk about attack from Germany and
Japan is absurd. Germany has its hands full and will be busy with its own affairs for some generations after the
European war is over.

(...)

Yet, everywhere, we hear fear advanced as argument for armament. It reminds me of a fable I read. A certain man
found a horseshoe. His neighbor began to weep and wail because, as he justly pointed out, the man who found the
horseshoe might someday find a horse. Having found the shoe, he might shoe him. The neighbor's child might
someday go so near the horse's heels as to be kicked, and die. Undoubtedly the two families would quarrel and fight,
and several valuable lives would be lost through the finding of the horseshoe. You know the last war we had we quite
accidentally picked up some islands in the Pacific Ocean which may some day be the cause of a quarrel between
ourselves and Japan. I'd rather drop those islands right now and forget about them than go to war to keep them.
Wouldn't you?

Congress is not preparing to defend the people of the United States. It is planning to protect the capital of American
speculators and investors in Mexico, South America, China and the Philippine Islands.Incidentally this preparation
will benefit the manufacturers of munitions and war machines.

(...)

Every modern war has had its root in exploitation. The Civil War was fought to decide whether the slaveholders of
the South or the capitalists of the North should exploit the West. The Spanish-American War decided that the United
States should exploit Cuba and the Philippines. The South African War decided that the British should exploit the
diamond mines. The Russo- Japanese War decided that Japan should exploit Korea. The present war is to decide who
shall exploit the Balkans, Turkey, Persia, Egypt, India, China, Africa. And we are whetting our sword to scare the
victors into sharing the spoils with us. Now, the workers are not interested in the spoils; they will not get any of them
anyway.

The preparedness propagandists have still another object, and a very important one. They want to give the people
something to think about besides their own unhappy condition. They know the cost of living is high, wages are low,
employment is uncertain and will be much more so when the European call for munitions stops. No matter how hard
and incessantly the people work, they often cannot afford the comforts of life; many cannot obtain the necessities.
Every few days we are given a new war scare to lend realism to their propaganda. They have had us on the verge of
war over the Lusitania, the Gulflight, the Ancona, and now they want the workingmen to become excited over the
sinking of the Persia. The workingman has no interest in any of these ships. The Germans might sink every vessel on
the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea, and kill Americans with every one -- the American workingman
would still have no reason to go to war.

(...)

As civilization has grown more complex the workers have become more and more enslaved, until today they are little
more than parts of the machines they operate. Daily they face the dangers of railroad, bridge, skyscraper, freight train,
stokehold, stockyard, lumber raft and mine. Panting and straining at the docks, on the railroads and underground and
on the seas, they move the traffic and pass from land to land the precious commodities that make it possible for us to
live. And what is their reward? A scanty wage, often poverty, rents, taxes, tributes and war indemnities. (...)

It is your duty to insist upon still more radical measures. It is your business to see that no child is employed in an
industrial establishment or mine or store, and that no worker is needlessly exposed to accident or disease. It is your
business to make them give you clean cities, free from smoke, dirt and congestion. It is your business to make them
pay you a living wage. It is your business to see that this kind of preparedness is carried into every department of the



nation, until every one has a chance to be well born, well nourished, rightly educated, intelligent and serviceable to
the country at all times.

Strike against all ordinances and laws and institutions that continue the slaughter of peace and the butcheries of war.
Strike against war, for without you no battles can be fought. Strike against manufacturing shrapnel and gas bombs
and all other tools of murder. Strike against preparedness that means death and misery to millions of human beings.
Be not dumb, obedient slaves in an army of destruction. Be heroes in an army of construction.
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