NAME: DST- The Great Legacy of the Commonwealth

contexte /de la sit d’énonciation : Identification des réseaux de sens : I stratégies de communication :

Give an account of the two texts, in English and in your own words. Explain what are the different perception of Australia
and the Commonwealth, how people see things, what future is there.

DOCUMENT A : King Charles heckled by Indigenous senator Lidia Thorpe at Australia’s Parliament House

King Charles has been heckled by an Indigenous Australian senator, who called for a treaty and accused the crown of
stealing Aboriginal land, as he concluded a speech at Parliament House in Canberra.
Charles, on a five-day visit to Australia with Queen Camilla, addressed MPs and senators in the Great Hall of Parliament
House on Monday. It was a key moment of his inaugural visit to Australia as monarch.
As he finished the speech — which covered his time as a school student in Australia, the Covid pandemic and Australia’s
vulnerability to the climate crisis — Lidia Thorpe, an independent senator from Victoria, approached the stage yelling “this is
not your country”.
“You committed genocide against our people. Give us our land back. Give us what you stole from us — our bones, our skulls,
our babies, our people,” shouted Thorpe, who is a fiercely outspoken advocate for Indigenous rights.

“You destroyed our land. Give us a treaty. We want a treaty in this country. You are agenocidalist.”
As security officers escorted her to the doors, she shouted: “This is not your land. You are not my king. You are not our
king.”
Earlier, as Thorpe waited among invited guests inside the Great Hall before the royal couple entered, the senator turned her
back on a large video screen when it showed King Charles standing to attention outside during the official welcome and the
playing of the national anthem.

Before the king’s speech, Albanese and the opposition leader, Peter Dutton, welcomed Charles and Camilla to
Parliament House, thanking them for standing with Australians in good times and bad.
Albanese called it one of the honours of his life to have led the Australian delegation attending the king’s coronation and
praised the king’s engagement on issues including the climate crisis and reconciliation.
“You have shown great respect for Australians, even during times where we’ve debated the future of our own constitutional
arrangements and the nature of our relationship with the crown,” Albanese said. “Nothing stands still.” (...)

Abbott is an avowed royalist, who caused widespread national outrage in 2014 for reintroducing the knights and
dames honours system to Australia and then awarding the title to Prince Philip.
Businessman Dick Smith, another guest at the reception, said the disruption was an illustration of Australian democracy.
“That’s the wonderful part of our democracy — that she’s not going to be put in jail,” he said.

Kate Lyons and Karen Middleton, The guardian, 21 Oct 2024
Document B: Together We Thrive: A Commonwealth fit for the future

Nelson Mandela once said,“It always seems impossible until it is done.”

As I reflect on my nine-year tenure as Secretary-General of the Commonwealth, I find deep truth in these words.

In a world marked by rising geopolitical uncertainty and the erosion of multilateralism, the Commonwealth does not simply
endure, it is thriving. We have reaffirmed the relevance of our shared values, demonstrated the power of collective action,
and laid a foundation for future generations to prosper together.

From a group of eight nations in 1949, the Commonwealth has grown into a dynamic family of 56 member states,
encompassing a third of the world's population.

Our commitment is not bound by treaty, but by a shared belief in democracy, the rule of law, and a global common
good. That is why, at a time when many international institutions are faltering, the Commonwealth remains a beacon of unity
and purpose. (...)

As I prepare to pass the baton to my successor, I do so with a profound sense of optimism. The Commonwealth today
is stronger, more connected, and more relevant than ever. Our continued strength will rely on the Commonwealth’s capacity
to deliver continual progress.

In this spirit, the theme of this year’s Commonwealth Day, ‘Together We Thrive,’ is a call to action. In an era of great change,
the Commonwealth stands as proof that cooperation, partnership, and mutual respect are not relics of the past, but the keys to
a prosperous future.

The world is watching. And as history has shown, when the Commonwealth acts with unity and purpose, the
impossible becomes reality. If the Commonwealth continues to stand together, act together, and thrive together, it will
continue to succeed — now and for generations to come.

By the Rt Hon Patricia Scotland KC, the Commonwealth Secretary-General.thecommonwealth.org10 March 2025

The Rt Hon Patricia Scotland KC is the 6th Commonwealth Secretary-General. She was born in Dominica and is
the second Secretary-General from the Caribbean and the first woman to hold the post.
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