Humor : Tools

· a pun : play on words
Example : “How do you find this?” means “Comment as-tu trouvé cela?” but the double meaning means to ask for an opinion or advice.

· a paradox : being, thing or fact that seems to defy logic because it presents contradictory aspects.
Example : Fight fire with fire.

· an oxymoron : a figure of speech in which apparently contradictory  terms appear in conjunction
Example : the sound of silence / the dark light

· an understatement : un euphemism : the presentation of something as being smaller or less good or important than it really is
Example : Giving cake to a baby can be a little bit messy.


· an hyperbole : exaggerated declaration or demands not meant to be taken literally.
Example : I'm so hungry I could eat a horse.

· an antimetabole : a rhetorical device where words in the first half of a sentence are inverted in the second half of the sentence.
Example : Plan your life so you can live your plan.


· a chiasm : Two syntactically identical sentences put in reverse order
Example : I may be as bad as the worst but, thank God, I am as good as the best.

· an epigram -> a idea or a short notion, interesting expressing in order funny or satirical 
Example : "I can resist everything except temptation." - Oscar Wilde
· a parallelism -> use of word or expression similar for highlight ideas similar on a text 
Example : What you see is what you get. 
· a juxtaposition -> bind many elements with a sign of punctuation (like , or ; for example) for substitute a conjunction. 
Example : It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.


Other related words

· levity - > the treatment of a serious matter with humour or lack of respect
Example : No one has accused him, or ever would, of levity.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]flippancy -> lack of respect or seriousness (this is a synonym of levity)
Example : Nick's flippancy about the serious situation angered me.
· lack of seriousness -> this is a synonym of flippancy and levity

· frivolity : the opposite of a serious attitude, it could be a, often considered as a silly 
Example : Giggling when you should be listening 

· silliness : nonsense / absurdity : poor judgment or bad sense / ridiculous folly                  
Example : It's about a guy who walks into a bar and says, “Hello, it's me!”                  Everyone turns around and it turns out it wasn't him.

